
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Olympic Games you can get tickets to 

By Avery Johnson 
January 4, 2006  

The coming Winter Olympic Games in Turin, Italy, have generated such little buzz that there are 
still thousands of tickets unsold and an unexpected number of hotel rooms available.  

With fewer than 40 days left until the opening ceremony on Feb. 10, Jumbo Grandi Eventi, the 
Italian agency organizing hotel accommodations, still has 2,000 rooms free. CoSport, the 
company in the U.S. authorized to sell seats at the Turin Olympics, has tickets available for 
almost every event -- including the popular women's figure-skating final. The Torino Organizing 
Committee has been so worried about turnout that it has commissioned a national television and 
advertising campaign called "Being There Is Different."  

If ticket sales don't ramp up soon, Turin will seem pretty lonely compared with the most recent 
Winter Games: About 95 percent of tickets were ultimately sold for the 2002 Games in Salt Lake 
City and about 89 percent of tickets were sold at the 1998 Winter Games in Nagano, Japan. The 
Torino Organizing Committee, which sells tickets within the European Union, has sold just under 
60 percent of its one million tickets and has availability left for every event.  

The lackluster lead-up comes as a surprise for the Winter Games, which used to have little 
competition for fans and benefited from athletes with household names, like Eric Heiden, Tonya 
Harding and Scott Hamilton. But, over the past several years, the Olympics have suffered from 
judging and doping scandals, as well as a sense that terrorists were looking to target the world 
competition.  

This year the strong euro is also a factor, spooking some dollar-carrying tourists. Also, some fans 
complain of Olympic fatigue. Beginning in 1994, the Summer and Winter Games started to 
alternate every two years, as opposed to the prior double-whammy of once every four years.  

The confluence of factors is creating a lot more last-minute options for travelers who might want 
to take in the Games, which run from Feb. 10 through Feb. 26. Those searching for a quick 
Olympic fix will find that about half of event tickets sell for between about $25 and $60. (Though 
markups from sellers can add to the price.) Early rounds of women's hockey, for example, are 
about $24, while some tickets to Alpine skiing are $36 (through torino2006.org). Even tickets to 
popular events are still available, though at considerably higher prices: RazorGator, a business 
which specializes in hard-to-get tickets, is selling seats at the gold-medal ice-hockey match from 
$650. Premium tickets (with the best views) to the women's figure-skating final are $1,470 
through CoSport. (The cheaper seats are sold out.)  



In one of the biggest surprises, it isn't nearly as difficult to find hotel rooms as once feared. Turin 
has built three five-star hotels and two four-star hotels in time for the Games. Jumbo Grandi 
Eventi has deals like $165 a night at the Hotel Residenza Del Lago, which is about 28 miles from 
the Turin airport. Ludus Tours has a seven-day package that starts at $1,450 and includes a 
downtown Turin hotel, airport transfer, two dinners and a tour guide.  

At this late date, it makes sense to reserve a package from a tour operator: That is because 
companies snapped up blocks of rooms, especially in prime downtown spots. While hotel Web 
sites may say they are booked, these package companies often have plenty of rooms free. Don't 
expect serious luxury, though: The hotels left are often three-star at best, or small bed-and-
breakfasts.  

Airline tickets also are readily available. A number of U.S. carriers, including AMR Corp.'s 
American Airlines, Delta Air Lines and UAL Corp.'s United Airlines have code-sharing 
agreements with European carriers that fly to Turin. (You will need to change planes in Europe.) 
Bargain-hunting travelers can also take advantage of cheap off-season fares to London and Paris. 
Then they can fly European discounters, such as easyJet and Ryanair, to Turin, sometimes for the 
price of a sandwich. A one-way ticket from Paris's Orly Airport to Turin on Feb. 10, for example, 
is about $8 (plus tax) on easyJet. If flights to Turin are full on the day you want to travel, you can 
fly to Milan, or Geneva, 150 miles away, and take the train into Turin or rent a car.  

Still, visitors to the Turin Games are bound to encounter some hassles. Due to heightened security 
concerns, the Torino Organizing Committee is warning that waits could be an hour or two to get 
into events. While events including figure skating, speed skating and short-track speed skating are 
located conveniently in the Turin city center, sports that take place in the mountains will require 
travel on narrow, sometimes heavily trafficked roads. (The organizing committee is running free 
shuttles to the mountain venues, which are mapped at torino2006.org.)  

Travel agents in the U.S. say there is a sense among their clients that the Olympics aren't worth 
the trouble for the amount of money they cost. "We haven't had one call about the Olympics, not 
one," says John Burgess, a travel agent at Preferred Travel of Naples, Fla. "It's so much more 
comfortable to watch it on TV."Carlson Wagonlit Travel, a leisure-travel-agency group with 
headquarters in Minneapolis, polled 146 of its agents and found that 86 percent had seen no 
interest in the Games. Only 7 percent had made any bookings.  

Jim Bowden, a 40-year-old from Indianapolis, has bought Olympic event tickets. But he hasn't 
yet booked air travel or a hotel room because he isn't sure if he will actually go or sell his tickets 
instead. The Turin Games, he predicts, won't be as exciting as the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake 
City because "there seems to be less media attention since the Games are outside U.S.A." Mr. 
Bowden says he is surprised by how much capacity there is left for both flights and hotels and 
that he will be able to plan a last-minute trip with little trouble.  

The Games' organizers say they are hopeful that ticket sales -- and the buzz surrounding the 
games -- will pick up now that the Olympic flame is touring Italy.  

One tip for bargain-hunting travelers is to have tickets for Olympic events sent to a friend with an 
address in the European Union. Because CoSport and other foreign sales agents are allowed to 
charge about 20 percent on top of the face value of the ticket, the tickets are cheaper for those 
with EU addresses. Tickets for the opening ceremony, for instance, are available to those with an 
EU mailing address starting at about $300 through Torino2006.org. By comparison, opening 



ceremony tickets through CoSport start at $420. (The cheap seats, however, are sold out. 
Available tickets start at $1,260.)  

Checking out the Web site of the Turin Olympics is a good place to start for links to available 
hotels. Jumbo Grandi Eventi, at www.jumbograndieventi.it, and Montagnedoc, at 
montagnedoc.it, list available rooms in Turin and in the surrounding mountains, respectively. 
Ticket-city.com, Cosport.com, PrimeSport.com and Ludustours.com all have tour packages 
available, and some will bundle them together with tickets.  

There is more to do in Turin than just watch the Games. Turin is known for its cafe culture. There 
is a museum dedicated to the Shroud of Turin, said to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ. Skiing 
for non-Olympians is also available in nearby resorts such as Claviere and Bardonecchia.  

Taking in the Winter Olympic Games 

Here are some tips on traveling to Turin, finding a hotel room and snaring tickets:  

Getting to the Italian Alps:  

Take a U.S. airline that has a "codeshare agreement with a European carrier. American, for 
example,has a round-trip fare leaving Feb. 10 and returning Feb. 16 from NewYork to Turin (via 
Belgium on SN Brussels Airlines) for $562 plus tax and fees. Delta and United also have 
European codeshare partners that fly to Turin.  

Fly to London and catch a connecting flight on a European discount carrier such as Ryanair or 
easyJet. Transatlantic fares are at their lowest during the non-holiday winter months. Flying from 
New York to London in mid-February is about $300 round-trip plus tax on American. Discounter 
Ryanair has a flight from London s Stansted airport to Turin on Feb. 9 for $35 plus tax.  

Fly into Milan, Geneva or Nice and take the train or rent a car. Milan, for instance, is 90 miles 
from Turin, and has a lot more direct international flights.  

Staying at the Olympics: 

A first stop should be www.torino2006.org. It has a link to accommodations, which directs 
users to www.JumboGrandiEventi.it, the agency that is organizing accomodations for the games. 
The three-star Hotel Europa, about 30 miles from the Turin airport, has rooms from $141.  

Book your hotel room with your tickets through CoSport or a tour operator. Ludus Tours, for 
example, has six nights in a one-star hotel in the heart of Turin from $1,450 (plus extras like 
dinner and airport transfer).  

Stay in another city if you want a brand-name hotel or luxurious resort experience. The Bulgari 
hotel in Milan has rooms from $890. In Geneva, the Hotel President Wilson has rooms from 
$525.  

Watching the Games: 



CoSport is the agency officially authorized by the Olympic Committee to sell tickets in North 
America. It has availability left for almost every event (except the men's ice hockey gold medal). 
Some lower-priced seats are sold, but you can search the higher-priced tickets, which have more 
availability, by clicking on the "premium category. It's still possible to get into the ladies figure 
skating finals that way, but it costs almost $1,500.  

Pick a sport that's not as popular, or farther away from the city center and therefore unlikely to 
draw crowds. Curling, early rounds of hockey or skiing could give you an easy (and cheap) 
Olympic fix. -- Buy your tickets directly through the Olympic Committee at torino2006.org and 
ship them to a friend in the European Union. There are tickets available from around $23. 

 


